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Kiwiburn is a regional Burning Man event in New Zealand, 

celebrating principles such as inclusion, radical self-expression,

gifting, participative art, and culture..

The 2020 Kiwiburn event was held in Hunterville from 22 - 27 

January 2020, themed ‘Eclectic Decade’ - in honour of the 10-year 

renewal of Kiwiburn’s resource consent. 

Inaugurated:    2004

2020 Population:   1,995

Population Increase from 2018: 184

Census forms returned:   521

Trained Racoons Attended:  0 (sadly)
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THE BIG QUESTIONS
We are beautiful and individual people radically 

expressing ourselves! 

Yup, we totally get that and it’s why we love 

Kiwiburn. Numbers can be fun and interesting too 

– and the stats in the census help us to understand 

a little bit about who we are, where we come from, 

why we do Kiwiburn, how often we come back and 

what we do (and don’t) like. This info helps us grow 

and develop future Kiwiburns so big thanks to all 

who took the time to fill in a census.

Let’s get to know each other a little better.

BURN HISTORY

How many times have you been to Kiwiburn? 

Every year hundreds of Kiwiburgins make it to The Paddock for 

the first time ever, and 2020 was no exception.

Which Regional Burning Man events will you travel 

to in 2020?

Hehe….”Travel”...”2020”. That’s rich. 

Well, hindsight is 20/20, isn’t it? (Pun ultra intended.)

THERE ARE TEN GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF KIWIBURN AND 
BURNING MAN. DO YOU KNOW THEM?

A majority (60%) of us embrace the Ten Guiding Principles as 

much as possible. One-fifth of us do our darndest with most of 

them. And around 10% ARE the Ten Guiding Principles, wherever 

they roam.

First time 37%

1 previous burn 24%

2 previous burns 15%

3 previous burns 7%

4 previous burns 4%

5 previous burns 3%

6 or more previous burns 10%

None 66%

Burning Seed 18%

Nowhere 5%

Modifyre 3%

Blazing Swan 2%

Afrikaburn 1.6%

Other 13.4%
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WHAT ATTRACTS YOU TO KIWIBURN?
As always, Community, Self Expression and Art remain the top 

reasons for coming to Kiwiburn. We must be doing something 

right.

I embraced all the Principles 
mindfully where I could

I readily embraced some of the 
Principles, and thought about 
the others

I am the mobile embodiment of 
the Ten Principles both on and 
off the Paddock

Other

I took a cursory glance

I tried to understand them, but 
they didn’t resonate with me

HOW DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR TICKET?

While most of us frantically clicked away the moment tickets 

were available online, nearly 15% of us volunteered or reserved 

tickets through theme camp registration.There’s usually an 

extra hand needed, so if you ever miss out on a ticket, consider 

volunteering!

Via the main sale

Via the Reserved Ticket Sale 
(eg Proven Theme Camps, 
Volunteer Reserve)

From a friend (not via STEP)

Through the STEP program

From a friend of a friend (not 
via STEP)

From a fellow Theme Camp 
member (not via STEP)

It was gifted to me (not via 
STEP)

From a random human (not 
via STEP)



DEMOGRAPHICS

What is your gender?

Female 50.59%

Male 43.73%

Other 5.69%

What was your sexuality during the burn?

Heterosexual 53.13%

Bisexual 16.41%

Pansexual 11.52%

Fluid 7.81

Other 5.66%

Homosexual 5.47%

How old are you?

0 25% 50% 75% 100%

18-21 years

22-28 years

29-35 years

36-40 years

41-45 years

46-50 years

51-55 years

56-60 years

60+ years

Are you...

0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

A student

In part-time work

Unemployed

In full-time employment

Self-employed

Retired

Travelling

On Sabbatical

Full-time parent

Other

How much do you earn?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

WINZ

Less than NZ$20K

NZ$20-30K

NZ$30-40K

NZ$40-50K

NZ$50-60K

NZ$60-70K

NZ$70-80K

NZ$80-100K

NZ$100K+

A lot of camps gift food, what are you?

0 25% 50% 75% 100%

Vegan

Vegetarian

Pescatarian

Omnivore

Don’t eat Gluten

Don’t eat Dairy

A human garbage 
disposal

I forget to eat on the 
Paddock

Other

With radical-acceptance comes a whole variety of Kiwiburner 

diets--keto, flexitarian, plant-based, and many others made a 

mark on this year’s census.
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GEOGRAPHY
What country do you live in? 
Lotta Kiwi’s on The Paddock this year! (Strange...might have to 

look into that.) Our Aussie and Yanky friends made it across 

the ditch, with some scattered showers of Euro-love and other 

intrepid burners from all around the world, too.
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GETTING TO THE BURN
A lot of keen-beans made it to Kiwiburn a day 

early this year, with plenty of duos and solo-riders 

venturing over. It’s worth thinking about carpooling 

in your own mini party-bus--save time, gas, and 

enjoy good times before and after the event.

From what region did you travel to Kiwiburn?  
(select the closest option to your town)

Auckland

Bay of Plenty

Canterbury

Gisbourne/Hawkes Bay

Marlborough/Nelson/

Tasman

Manawatu/Rangitikei/

Wanganui

Northland

Otago

Taranaki

Waikato

Wellington

International

Other

0 25% 50% 75% 100%

By what means did you travel to the Paddock?

Car 66.54%

Van 22.5%

Truck 2.94%

Housetruck/Housebus 1.76%

Campervan 4.11%

Bicyle 0.2%

Hitchhiking 0.78%

Bus 0.39%

Other 4.5%

How many people were in your vehicle?  
(including the driver)

1 Person 24.12%

2 People 51.96%

3 People 13.92%

4 People 5.49%

5 People 1.57%

6 People 0.59%

Other 2.35%

When did you arrive at Kiwiburn?

Prior to Wednesday 31.19%

Wednesday day 50.10%

Wednesday night 9.94%

Thursday day 3.7%

Thursday night 2.53%

Friday day 1.36%

Friday night 1.17%



AT THE BURN: CAMPING CAMPING

Are/were you part of a Theme Camp?

Yes, I was part of preplanning 
a registered camp 60.04%

Yes, I spontaneously joined a 
camp 7.95%

Yes, we became a Theme 
Camp whilst on the Paddock

4.57%

No 27.44%

How did you camp?

0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Hammock

Small tent

Medium tent

Large tent

Car

Van

Campervan/RV

Caravan

Housetruck/bus

Other

Did you gift anything?
(not including volunteer shifts)

0 50% 100%

Time

Drinks

Food

Theme Camp

Art

Music

Fire performing

Massage

An activity

A Workshop

Jewellery

Costumes 

Other

Did you MOOP your camping site?

Almost EVERYONE had something to gift at Kiwiburn. Be 

it trinkets, books, polaroids, flowers and plants, emotional 

support, performances, chakra realignments, or all-important 

water.

Yes, with a fine tooth comb

Our Theme Camp did a grid 

clean as a team

I gave it a quick clean

No, I have people for that

Other
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VOLUNTEERING

Nearly half of this year’s census respondents volunteered in 

one way or another, with many others mentioning they’d love to 

volunteer next year, or return and volunteer again.

Some noted incentives and advantages to volunteering 

included:

• Reserving a ticket to Kiwiburn

• Making new friends before or at the event

• Learning new things or having experiences you wouldn’t 

have otherwise.

• Feeling a greater sense of community and belonging.

If you volunteered this year, would you volunteer at 

future Kiwiburns?

Yes, I loved it! 

No, it wasn’t for me

I was not a volunteer

Yes, though I would try a 

different department

Other

AT THE BURN: VOLUNTEERING, 
ARTS & EVENTS.

ART &  EVENTS

People usually flock to free money. Why wouldn’t they?

Kiwiburn helps fund art projects each year from 

ticket revenue. Did you interact with art on the 

Paddock?

Yes, I make a point of finding 
all of the art listed on the map.

Yes, I did an art tour with the 
ARTery volunteers.

Yes, I stumbled across some 
fantastic pieces. 

I wasn’t sure if what I was 
seeing was art.

No, I wouldn’t know art if I fell 
over it.

Other

Do you know about Kiwiburn Art Grants?

Yes, I’ve had one in the past. 

Yes, i want to apply next year 

Yes, though it’s not an area of 
interest.

No, wait? You give away 
money to people so they can 
make art?!

Did the event, or art, inspire any ways you might 

want to contribute in the future?

I want to do all the things!

There was art?

I would love to make art

I would love to join a Theme 
Camp

I would love to start a Theme 
Camp

Other

While most people made use of grants this year, plenty didn’t 

even know they existed! Make your idea come to life and learn 

about Kiwiburn Art Grants right here.



IN THE LOOP How did you hear about Kiwiburn?

Friend(s)

Burning Man

Regional Network (eg, other 
regional events) 

Internet

Other

What are your main sources for getting  

Kiwiburn news?

Friend(s)

Burning Man

Regional Network (eg, other 
regional events) 

Internet

Other

Word of mouth is always great...and Facebook is one way to 

keep up to date about Kiwiburn. But you know what’s even 

better? Kiwiburns official newsletter emailed straight to your 

inbox -  The Electric Fencepost!

0 25% 50% 75% 100%

Kiwiburn Website

Electric Fencepost 
newsletter

Facebook Page

Facebook Group

Twitter

Friends

Other
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FEEDBACK FROM YOU
We got a TON of feedback from you all this year on what 

you loved about Kiwiburn, but also how you think you could 

contribute or what you think would make the event even better 

for years to come. 

COMMUNITY

• Maybe a newbie orientation or gathering. Despite radical 

inclusion being pushed, you did feel like an outsider in 

some situations.

• Supporting to bring more of a te ao Maori presence to the 

paddock

• Safer spaces for LTGBI+ burners.

• More time at greeters to introduce new people to more 

elements of the culture

• Find a way so everyone feels include within the KB 

community. I sadly found out there is truly and elite or 

VIP that try manipulate the community and feels entitled, 

making new burners feel they don’t belong!

• A space that encourages more intense genuine 

connection/reflection

• Prepping for the burn pre-burn events like costume 

making. Art. Expanding/improving our theme camp

• More local and regional events to allow more beings 

to burn through accessibility and practice connection, 

creativity and the 10 principles. <3

• Help with making a more inclusive town planning, including 

considerations for sober/recovering people, children, and 

people with different needs and sensitivities

• Pre-burn social events for new burners to connect with 

each other

• Get more involved in burn events outside of the burn ... live 

the burn! everyday (Should be a bumper sticker)

• I’m not sure. I’d like to diversify people’s range of 

experience there. I know that sounds crazy, since there is 

so much diversity... But party people partied, makers made, 

etc.. I’d like to find a way to encourage people into events 

they’d never choose on their own.

• Hmm, I honestly struggle to imagine how to make the 

event any better, but more events throughout the year 

would make me personally feel closer connected to the 

community.

THE TEN PRINCIPLES, CONSENT, GENERAL ETIQUETTE

• Please add the 11 Principles to the event guide for quick 

reference. Many first timers I greeted did not know any 

principles and just rushed through the greeting, unwilling 

to engage or understand them at the time. It would be good 

for them to have something to refer to on the Paddock.

• Include with the greeters that it important to make people 

feel welcome for there to be radical inclusion. Specify not 

to put people down.

• HugLight stickers to be handed out at greeters: Red - 

please don’t even ask Yellow - ask before hugging Green - I 

hug all the things!

• While the ten principles are a great foundation, I think 

that it’s good to examine what they mean to us as KIWI 

Burners and whether they fit with the unique ethos of 

our Burn. Radical self reliance is great, but it can be quite 

exclusionary and has flow on effects which might be at 

odds with our other values. It would be great to have an 

open forum to collaborate with other burners, really drill 

down into not just

• Represent the principles in some explicit way. I love how 

burning seed does it, you see them as you drive into the site

• The consent posters in the toilets two KBs ago, I really 

missed them this year and would love to see them back 

next year even if it means I make them and put them up 

myself! :D

• Better promotion and higher emphasis on Consent. I was 

surprised at the level of toxic masculinity on some of the 

dance floors reported to me

GETTING IN & OUT

• Organisation of entry and exit. It was unacceptably slow for 

no good reason. Other events deal with far greater numbers 

and have much faster entry and exit points

• The cars leaving the paddock on Monday morning were 

being deliberately slowed down in order to not back up 

cars on SH1. However I think this was too aggressive. Was 

over an hour wait to get out and when I got up to the road 

there was no back up at all and I was the only one there. I 

think you could let cars move a little faster when leaving.

• Perhaps at the gate, after people have checked in, they can 

be asked if they’d like to be greeted at that point, and then 

sent right down if the answer is no, so that the check-in 

line at the gate isn’t held up for no reason by folks waiting 

to be asked the same question, and ushered into the right 

area at the Greeter area. I feel a more efficient greeting 

would either be a tiny party area and/or a group tour guide 

thing for the Guiding Principles.

• Sort out the early entries: have dedicated early entry 

tickets for key theme camp personal and artists

• what we value, but HOW we enact those values, discuss 

peoples views and capture some common themes for 

improvement.

INFRASTRUCTURE & LAYOUT

• System for providing water onsite - huge costs and petrol 

waste to get it there - self reliance overkill when there 

is ways to get water for camps onsite or closeby - huge 

waste with plastic containers being used once a year etc

• Continue to seperate loud areas from quiet…

• A shower station ... buckets with holes in them which can 

be filled from a reservoir of solar heated water, and placed 

on hooks above ones head ... hey presto.

• Early access for theme camp core crew to set up large 

infrastructure please!



ART, THEME CAMPS, EVENTS

• Drop-Off Munchkin Outdoor Theater Giving parents a 

couple of hours of playtime in the evening.

• Other than art and gifting ideas, a marketplace table for 

excess food (like the clothesline)

• Prepping for the burn with pre-burn events like costume 

making. Art. Expanding/improving our theme camp

• A theme camp or something for children as mentioned but 

otherwise it was magical nd I loved it so much! Thank you!

• Putting on a proper event over at Creature Lab. Like a 

science show with an appropriate seating area for people 

to relax in.

ORGANISATION AND COMMUNICATION

• More clearly communicate information (signage, 

communicaton at gate or in first pages of guide) regarding 

what parts of the site are off limits so people don’t end up 

in dangerous areas in the quest for shade!

• Art should be more prominent. It was hard to find on your 

own.

• Clearer signage of which areas are (a) totally out of bounds, 

(b) OK to be awake and aware in but not camping, (c) Ok to 

camp or be in. Appreciate the effort that went into this, but 

it wasn’t very clear and made rangering harder.

• Being able to provide free water/ice. Sometimes during 

the night you can easily lose your vessel/bottle. Keeping 

hydrated is important. If there was an area where you could 

grab a cool cup of water it would be amazing.
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MUSIC & NOISE

• An earlier sound camp curfew on Temple night would be 

great - it’s very dangerous to drive when sleep deprived. 12 

- 1am seems a fair time to ask sound camps to stop playing 

music.

• We were kept awake by a very bassy neighboring camp 

until 4 on pack down day this burn.

• Wider range of music styles - each day or night providing 

say music from the 60s then 70s then 80s etc. We attended 

with our family and extended family and while the cousins 

(ages 28-40) had a blast there was very little music mixed 

in for our age group to dance to. I also like the idea of a 

Poetry event where participants can read out their own or 

other favourite poems or extracts from written work. Tutu 

Tuesday was also a fun day at Burning Man and could be 

replicated at Kiwiburn. It unified everyone.

• Some music areas with more calm, downtempo music so 

there is more evening spaceships to play in and be relaxed

GENERAL

• Advice to not put your head in the river.... I got very sick.

• I would love to contribute more time volunteering next 

year!

• A cool, quietish place to sleep during the day (tents and 

vans cook ya)

• Water on the top paddock. Somehow. It gets too dam hot. 

I felt like each day I was fighting of heat stroke and barely 

winning. Had an amazing time but the heat really limited 

my daytime anything.

• Giving back more before the burn: if I’m on paddock even 

earlier for build next year volunteering for gate shifts etc.

• The event guide could have the name of the day on each 

page (hard to work out without constantly flipping back 

and forth) also the map was a little hard to follow. I am 

massively afraid of fire (don’t laugh) and I handled all 

the burns fine because I had a plan but there was a jeep 

squirting fire in the air at spontaneous intervals and moving 

around the paddock so impossible to avoid.



OUT-OF-THE-BOX SUGGESTIONS & IDEAS

• I would record the event schedule and make it available 

for audio playback so everyone can listen to them on the 

way to Kiwiburn! Maybe have different accents, and almost 

make them all sound like fun adds 😍

• ice should not be provided in single-use-plastic bags. At 

least make the bags easy to open and refillable so we can 

return them...or even better might be to provide bins that 

can be returned to the depot. There must be a way to stop 

using terrible plastic. And is there any way to have salt ice 

available? That should reduce the amount of ice needing to 

be bought.

• Next year I want to decorate all the portaloos... I want them 

to have lighting, reading on good etiquette for how to use 

the toilet to make it better for us all, and possibly add some 

hooks as needed to make it a better and more pleasant 

experience for all. And I plan to LNT the project too, of 

course.

• I had an idea on the paddock that I’d like to look into more. 

There were some people (myself included) that wanted 

to completely disconnect from their phones. I let my 

phone die on the drive up, and only charged it again on 

the drive down. I also wanted to disconnect from time. I 

didn’t want to keep track of it and thoroughly enjoyed not 

having a clue what the time was. This did mean I had a 

really hard time planning workshops and events I wanted 

to attend. I missed half of the things I intended to go to. 

While wandering around and just joining in randomly was 

an amazing experience (try it. You’ll find yourself joining in 

with stuff you probably overlooked in the guide) I’m really 

gutted I missed some of them. I’d like to build an app that 

solves these problems. It’ll lock you out of everything your 

phone does, and won’t show you the time. What it will do, 

is let you select events you want to attend and alert you 

when you should be heading towards it.

• Some way for people to communicate with each other over 

long distances. I would be interested in setting up a mesh 

network for anyone with a wifi device to connect to. This 

could also be integrated into games and theme camps.

• Some way to have event wide experiences in addition to 

individual art. ie things similar to the Nevada rabbit hunt.

• Burners Bus? For thoughts who don’t have transportation

LOVE & PRAISE THAT WE LOVE (& PRAISE)

• Thank you so much, all of you, for organising such a 

wondrous burn. This year’s burn really changed my life <3 

<3 xox

• Now I have my first burn out of the way, I want to find ways 

to be a bigger part of the community. No roadmap yet but 

I’ll find a way. Much love.

• There probably is something but I can’t think of it off the 

top of my head. I did however want to say that from my 

observation I thought everything, in general, was a step 

up and handled better than previous years, well done to 

everyone involved

• Not sure yet... i was blown away by kiwiburn for my first 

time and i spent a lot of time soaking it in... would love to 

really get amongst it next year

• I’ve no idea, it was amazing. I want to personally contribute 

more at my next burn though :)

• I’d love to get more involved in the data side and see what 

opportunities for improvement there are that wouldn’t cost 

KB money. Very impressed by the burn as it is though x

• It was an excellent experience - very different from the 

Burning Man experience. Way more human/social. I look 

forward to participating with the Auckland Kiwiburn 

group now that I know about them and see where I can 

contribute.

• It is amazing as it is. Thank you all 😍

• I see already many changes happening compared to 

previous years and love it

• I loved every moment, I wouldn’t change a thing....except 

maybe more tickets, so we don’t have to fret/wonder all 

year and potentially make something fun for next year but 

not get tickets.

• It was very well run and great fun

GOOFY GOODNESS & SILLY SUGGESTIONS 

• Trained racoons. Enough said.

• The Kraken (it’s coming)

• A time machine so it is longer

• Yiiiihaaaa I’m a BURNER now

• A million dollars! If I had it…

• An explosion

• I would clone myself so I can have a team of me for 

extravagant levels of shenanigans. There’s only so many 

shenanigans you can do as one person.

• Giant Mecha rabbits fighting a dragon


